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The informal waste collection system in 
Vietnam guarantees high recovery rates– cans 
are often locally recycled, the aluminum is
recycled into other materials than cans

Fully implemented Partially 
implemented

Not implemented

Source separation mostly non-existent – however the large pool of informal sector 
collect cans separately through an informal process

Source separation

Specific plans to introduce EPR as of 2024 are in place

Extended producer responsibility

No DRS is in place

Deposit return scheme

3%
Littering

~120 kilotonnes of 
can scrap is recycled, 
however, not back 
into cans: most of the 
can scrap is reused to 
produce alloys for 
other applications, 
including parts for the 
automotive industry

93%

Recovery 
rate

4%

Landfilling

97%

Collection
rate

0%

4%

93%

Deposit

Separate1)

Residual

1% 92%
Can-to-can

recovery rate
Not 
can-to-can
rate

Locally Locally

Local consumption 
amounts to ~131 
kilotonnes of cans

STRONG AREAS

• High collection rates due to high value of aluminium
to the informal waste sector

• Vietnam is well-advanced into concretely establishing 
extended producer responsibility

MAIN IMPROVEMENT AREAS

• Source separation is mostly missing

• Working conditions of informal sector to be 
improved

• Local recycling infrastructure operates 
obsolete technologies resulting in significant 
environmental impact

1) Separate coll. includes recovered after MRF & transfer station, and all UBCs picked by informal sector 


